
 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Well I am back and very late with the Fall 
Edition of our newsletter.  We were in 
Newfoundland and the Maritime Provinces 
in late August into September—what a 
beautiful country we have, and the 
people—I just can’t say enough about their 
friendliness. 
 
Newfoundland has the most different 
landscape, we were basically on the 
East/South side of the Province, the Avalon 
Peninsula, the Bonavista Peninsula, then up 
to Twillingate.  Cape Spear is the furthest 
east point of land in Canada (east of St 
John’s) and North America. 
 
I was told subarctic tundra but after reading 
I am inclined to think Coastal Barrens or 
Taiga--The roads have more potholes than 
actual road surface in many areas and the 
landscape is bog strewn with rock. It’s hard 
to know when it’s a bog and when it’s a 
"pond" -- as the Newfoundlanders name 
them--"Pete's Pond", Ryan’s Pond -- we 
would probably say small lake. 
 
The people of Newfoundland are without a 
doubt some of the most friendly and helpful 
that I have run into in our travels.  Everyone 

is very willing to have a wee chat and talk 
about their corner of the world.  One lady 
we ran into, in a small place called Grates 
Cove, lived in Florida, Nanaimo and Grates 
Cove-population about 125, small world 
hey! The whole area is rich in names; some 
of my favourites; Cupids, Harbour Grace, 
Hearts Content, Hearts Delight, Dildo, 
Dungeon (Prov Park), Tickle Cove.  A lot of 
these places were settled in the 1600’s and 
before by the indigenous peoples. 
 
John Cabot landed on Cape Bonavista, 
Newfoundland in 1497. 
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A book review by Anni Bauer 
The German Settlements in 

Bessarabia 
by Burkett W. Huey 

A Study of the German Immigration to, 

Successful Settlement in, and Ultimate 

Abandonment of Bessarabia 

This book gives a detailed account about 

the German settlers that immigrated to 

Bessarabia, the territory between the 

Dniester and Prut rivers running from the 

Carpathian Mountains to the Black Sea 

coast, now known as Moldova.  This is a 

general description of the location of 

Bessarabia, since borders did change 

several times.   

It touches on how names were selected for 

the serfs, their economic conditions while 

living in Poland, and their progress to being 

land owners in Bessarabia.  The German 

immigrants were free of serfdom before the 

Russian serfs.  An example is that of Xutor 

Bozka, belonging to the Russian noble 

Sokolov family where Ukrainian-speaking 

peasants worked this farm as serf labour.  

The term xutor is described as a small farm 

settlement of several families set off by 

itself.   

The German colonists in South Russia had 

been allowed, unlike those in Bessarabia, to 

subdivide their allotments as inheritances.  

Over time such subdivisions created smaller 

farmsteads and ultimately ones insufficient 

to meet a family’s needs.  As a result, the 

rules governing the Bessarabian 

settlements prevented subdivision.  

Overcrowding in German colonies in South 

Russia had produced an increasing number 

of families who were landless and lived by 

craftwork, in commerce, or working as 

hired help on the farms of other Germans.  

In Bessarabia it was more common for 

family groups to live together on their land.  

An example was given of a farmstead that 

housed thirteen adults and 21 children. 

Grain fed the colonists and their animals, 

but it formed only a small portion of their 

earnings.  The following statistics are given 

for Bessarabia:  animals and meat - 56%, 

wool - 20%, Wine - 20%, grain - 4%.   

A democratic study of 5 generations of one 

Bessarabian German family and the families 

of their marriage partners was made.  Data 

was collected on more than four thousand 

individuals and covered the period from the 

first German settlements in Bessarabia to 

the departure of families during the 

resettlement of 1940.  It also included their 

customs and changes that took place along 

the way, especially when they immigrated 

to America. 



In 1848 each village was asked to write a 

report as to their progress and difficulties 

along the way.  Mention was made of “a 

year without summer” because of the 

eruption of Mt Tambora volcano of 

Indonesia in April 1815.  (It is claimed that 

this was the largest volcanic explosion in 

recorded history.)   

There are many footnotes with additional 

information and mention of web sites and 

other books of interest.  Also mentioned is 

Akira Talkiguchi, a Japanese photographer, 

who photographed the resettlement of 

1940.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

German 

Roots  

There was a lot 

of excitement 

and joy on July 

16, 2018 when 

the 

announcement 

was made that 

Haley Schlenker 

had been 

chosen as the 

“Stampede 

queen” for the upcoming festivities that will 

take place in Medicine Hat. 

All four pairs of her great-grandparents are 

of German descent who immigrated to 

Canada to have a better life.  Her two sets 

of fraternal grandparents, of German 

heritage, lived in Bessarabia (now Moldova) 

until they were relocated to Poland and 

Germany after WWII and then immigrated 

to Canada.  Her father’s father, Emil 

Sschlenker, purchased a farm near 

Medicine Hat in the early 1950’s. 

Haley and her siblings are the fourth 

generation to grow up on this homestead.   

Haley showed her skill and knowledge in 

presentation riding, Western equitation, 

trail pattern, barrel racing, serpentine and 

even pushing cattle.  She also received top 

marks in public speaking and participated in 

a fashion show, tea, and appeared in many 

stampede events such as the early morning 

Stamped breakfasts. 

In her speech, Haley spoke about the 

challenges that her family and other 



farmers face.  She stated that hard work has 

made them strong and created a sense of 

community and family values. 

It was a week filled with activities.  Many 

gifts were bestowed upon Haley including a 

Rodeo Saddle.  The following week Haley 

attended daily Stamped breakfasts and 

other rodeo events. 

 By Anni Bauer 
PS - Haley is my brother’s granddaughter 

 

 

Websites, Blogs and Other Things 

-If you are interested in a comparison of the 

major web-based family tree sites, you may 

find this link of interest: 

“The Big 4:” Comparing Ancestry, 

FamilySearch, Findmypast and My Heritage 

MyHeritage”:Comparing_Ancestry,FamilySe

arch,Findmypast&Heritage-

SunnyMorton.pdf 

-50 Websites to Find Vital Records  

https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar_d

etails.php?webinar_id=742 

 

-Genealogical Proof for the Novice 

Genealogist 

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.

php?webinar_id=741 

 

-VOLHYNIA 

http://www.inthemidstofwolves.com/  

https://www.wolhynien.de/ (German) 

-FamilySearch Research Wiki 

A free, online genealogy and family history 

guide that lists websites, provides research 

strategies, and suggests records and 

resources to help you find ancestors from 

all over the world. 

Current number of Wiki articles: 88,073 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Mai

n_Page  

-GenWiki WWI Lost Lists (project) 

http://wiki-

de.genealogy.net/Verlustlisten_Erster_Welt

krieg/Projekt  

https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar_details.php?webinar_id=742
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar_details.php?webinar_id=742
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=741
https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=741
http://www.inthemidstofwolves.com/
https://www.wolhynien.de/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Special:Statistics
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
http://wiki-de.genealogy.net/Verlustlisten_Erster_Weltkrieg/Projekt
http://wiki-de.genealogy.net/Verlustlisten_Erster_Weltkrieg/Projekt
http://wiki-de.genealogy.net/Verlustlisten_Erster_Weltkrieg/Projekt


-GeoNames 
http://www.geonames.org/  

-Understanding Your Ancestors 

http://www.understandingyourancestors.c

om  

 

 
 

Office of the Commissioner of Immigration 

Winnipeg, Manitoba May 15, 1897 

 

Sir, 

As I have previously written you, there are 

quite a large number of these Galicians who 

are still remaining in this Shed [Immigration 

sheds] and have absolutely no money …. 

Most of these are what is known in their 

country as Bukownians, and are somewhat 

different from the regular Galicians; their 

chief difference, however, being in their 

religious persuasion. They do not affiliate, 

and, in fact, are detested by the Galicians; 

they are a lower class, more destitute 

[poor] and more awkward to handle. 

Now, I cannot see what these people will do 

without a single dollar if they should be 

placed on land; it would be a case of 

assistance from the Government for some 

time, and the expense would run up very 

high. 

I secured a contract of 1000 cords [stacks] 

of wood to be cut about fifteen miles from 

the City, at 45 cents per cord, and they to 

board themselves. I thought when I had 

secured this contract that I should be able 

to get them to go at once, and thus enable 

them to earn a little money at least during 

this month, and after that I would probably 

be able to engage them with farmers during 

haying and harvest, for, as you know, for 

the next month farmers will not require any 

help. They are raising a row over the matter 

however, with Genik, the Interpreter, and 

he seems entirely in a quandary [uncertain] 

as to what to do with them. They are an 

obstinate [stubborn] class, and complain 

that misrepresentations [lies] were made to 

induce [convince] them to come out here. 

They were told that the Crown Princess of 

Austria was in Montreal, and that she would 

see that they got free lands with houses on 

them, cattle and so forth, and that all they 

required to do was to telegraph to her in 

Montreal in case their requests were not 

granted. These and other similar stories 

have been so impressed on their minds that 

they now seem very unsettled, and talk 

about going back to Austria. Well God 

knows we should be glad to get rid of them, 

but what effect would it have on future 

immigration from that country. 

[Signed] 

W.F. McCreary 

 

© Government of Canada. Source: Library and 

Archives Canada/Department of Employment and 

Immigration fonds/RG76-I-A-1, Volume 144 File Part 

1, Microfilm reel C-7300, File 34214W.F. McCreary© 

Government of Canada Source: Library and Archives 

Canada/Department of Employment and 

Immigration fonds/RG76-I-A-1, Volume 144 File Part 

1, Microfilm reel C-7300, File 34214 

http://www.geonames.org/
http://www.understandingyourancestors.com/
http://www.understandingyourancestors.com/

