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Beyond them a hill of the softest mistiest green,
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With naught but frost and the coming of night
between,

Anni

Treasurer

I saw the city's towers on a luminous pale-gray
sky;

And a long thin cloud above the colour of
August rye.
I sat in the midst of a plain on my snowshoes
with bended knee
Where the thin wind stung my cheeks,
And the hard snow ran in little ripples and
peaks,
Like the fretted floor of a white and petrified
sea.
And a strange peace gathered about my soul
and shone,
As I sat reflecting there,
In a world so mystically fair,
So deathly silent--I so utterly alone.
Winter-Solitude by Archibald Lampman

Can we be of assistance? Just pop a
message to our email address and we
will gladly try to help.

Finding Olga’s Roots

M

y Grandfather, Peter, was married
three times. Olga was his third wife.

In 1968, I took a notion to visit him. This
visit was my one and only encounter with
Olga. They resided in Chilliwack. A proper
snapshot was taken to record the event.
Recently, I became curious about her life.
Her registration of death declared she was
born in Czernowitz, Austria, on May 29,
1898. Her father’s name is Josef Zahalka
and her mother’s name is Josephina
Reinheimer.
While searching online, at no time did these
surnames lead to any family sites.
However, I discovered a huge resource:
Adventistarchives.org/documents. My
ancestors are Seventh-Day Adventists. My
grandfather was baptized in 1912 at age 25,
in his birth village of Alexandrador, Kuban
Colony, South Russia. Olga was also an
Adventist; being baptized in 1914 at age 16
into her Church in Czernowitz. I have
learned that the Adventists appeared in
1847 in the southwest region of Ukraine
near Chernivtsi. The Adventists were
founded in the United States in the 1830’s
by William Miller. They observe Saturday as
the Sabbath. All Adventist organizations
were liquidated by the Soviet regime in
1931.
My searching of the Adventist archives
revealed numerous notations about Olga –
especially marriages.
Her marriage to Peter is recorded in the
“Canadian Union Messenger” of October
18, 1967. “A quiet ceremony in the home

of their pastor, united in marriage, Mrs Olga
Springer and Mr Peter Heinrichs before a
small number of friends and relatives.
Although advanced in years, Brother and
Sister Heinrichs are in good health and we
wish them many happy years together.
They will make their home in Chilliwack”.
Another notation reveals Olga had another
marriage: “Olga Gerber of Chilliwack and
Karl Martin Springer, of Medicine Hat,
Alberta, were united in marriage in the
Chilliwack Seventh-day Adventist church, on
Saturday evening, Nov. 19, 1955, in the
midst of simple, but tastefully decorated
surroundings. They will reside in Medicine
Hat.”
We now know that Olga had at least one
more marriage: to a Gerber. Her obituary
in the Chilliwack Progress indicates she was
“formerly of Germany, she lived in
Chilliwack since 1951. She is survived by
two daughters and two sons.”
I was determined to verify her arrival in
Canada. My request to the “Access to
Information Act” to receive the landing
record concerning Olga Gerber was
accepted and received from “ Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship Canada for a fee
of $5. The Ship’s Manifest indicates she is a
widow, age 53.
Her place and country of birth is
Czernowitz, Roumania.
Race of people: German
Nationality: Roumanian.
What language spoken: German, Ukrainian
and Roumanian.
Her passage was paid by CCRRR – Canadian
Christian Council for the Settlement of
Refugees.

Olga arrived in Halifax on October 4, 1951
aboard the S.S. Goya – sailing from
Bremerhaven. Her Canadian contact is a
cousin in Chilliwack. The document
indicates she has no money.
The final piece of the puzzle popped up in a
surname list in “The Bukovina Society of
Americas” website. For ancestors from
Czernowitz, this is the go-to site for records.
Olga Zahalka - born 1898 and married on
August 08, 1921 to Jakob Gerber – born 15
July 1876, Kaliczanka/Czernowitz. Source:
Hack Tree
This entry shows Olga is Jakob Gerber’s
third wife and he is 23 years older than her.
They have 4 children together and he dies
before 1951.
My grandfather, Peter died in 1973 at age
86 of pneumonia and Olga died in 1982 at
age 83 of a stroke.
Thank you member Helena R004

Catherine the Great and the
'Russian-Germans'
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50 years ago, Russia’s Tsarina Catherine
the Great signed a manifesto inviting
foreigners to settle in her country. A
German national herself, Catherine's decree
marked the beginning of the history of
Russian-Germans.
On July 22nd, 1763, a young woman sat
down at a neat little table in the cabinet of
Peterhof Palace close to Petersburg, got out
a quill and signed a ‘ukaz', a decree. "We,

Catherine the second, Empress and
Autocrat of all the Russians at Moscow,
Kiev, Vladimir … We permit all foreigners to
come into Our Empire, in order to settle in
all the governments, just as each one may
desire." The Manifesto is now kept in
Russia's state archive.
While the offer was directed at all
foreigners, Catherine was targeting
Germans in particular. Born in 1729 as
Sophie Friederike von Anhalt-ZerbstDomburg in Stettin in Pommerania, Prussia
(today Szczecin, Poland), and the Tsarina
was herself a German national. After a coup
d'etat and the murder of her husband Peter
III. (Who was born Peter Ulrich von
Holstein-Gottorp and a German prince
himself), Catherine came to power in the
summer of 1762.
Inviting foreigners to settle in Russia was
one of her first official acts. Immigration
from the West, says historian Yekaterina
Anissimova, meant to the Tsarina "the hope
of both economic and above all sociocultural progress of the backward country
whose ruler she was."
In her typical poignant style, Catherine the
Great described the treasures of her empire
with all its rivers and lakes in her manifesto
as well as "an inexhaustible wealth of all
kinds of precious ores and metals" waiting
"hidden in the depth." She also wrote that
she hoped for the "development and
growth of many kinds of manufacturing,
plants, and various installations." Her goal
was to stimulate population growth and
productive use of "uncultivated" regions.
But of course she was also hoping to
stabilize her own rule with the support of

new loyal citizens. Russia's nobility were
partly against her; the absolute majority of
farmers were bondmen and effectively
slaves of their noble rulers.
In her manifesto, Catherine promised
immigrants from the West numerous
incentives: exemption from military service,
self-governance, Tax breaks, initial financial
aid, 30 hectares (75 acres) of land per
settler family. In addition, freedom of
language was guaranteed - in particular to
German immigrants. And above all, the
manifesto granted immigrants "the free and
unrestricted practice of their religion
according to the precepts and usage of their
Church."
Freedom of religion was the decisive factor
for most re-settlers who wanted to leave
Europe and its religious wars behind. The
immigration documents where Russian
migration officials of the Catherine era
meticulously listed the number of
"carriages, cows, women and children.
In the course of the first five years, as many
as 30,000 people came to Russia, most of
them from what is today Germany. They
settled in the St Petersburg area, in
Southern Russia, on the Black Sea and along
the Volga River. In the Volga region alone,
100 new villages emerged.
After an initially rocky start, the RussianGerman settlers quickly achieved
considerable prosperity because they were
progressive farmers, hardworking
craftspeople and efficient entrepreneurs.
Napoleonic wars led to a second wave of resettlers, and so by the middle of the 19th
century, the number of Russian-Germans in
Russia had risen to more than half a million.

Manifesto

